Pardes Peace and Conflict Track

"רודפי שלום"

Spring 2010

We all know how to create conflicts, but how good are we at pursuing peace and reconciliation?  

Goals and Method:  
The Goal of the track is to help transform ourselves into knowledgeable, conscious and active Rodfei Shalom (Jewish Peace makers) in our homes, communities and societies.  The primary method of the track is to combine the study of traditional Jewish Texts with contemporary academic literature from the field of Peace and Conflict Studies.  We will attempt to internalize this material through processing sessions, volunteering in the field, and the application of the teachings to our daily lives.

Faculty and Staff:  

Rabbi Daniel Roth is the coordinator and teacher of the Pardes Peace and Conflict Track.  Daniel also teaches Talmud and Directs the Pardes Advanced Scholars Program (Kollel).  He holds an MA in Talmud from Hebrew University, a B.Ed in Jewish Philosophy and Talmud from Herzog Teachers' College, and is currently pursuing a doctorate in Bar Ilan University's Conflict Resolution and Negotiation Department on the topic of Rabbinic Models of Reconciliation.  He is also studying to be a court certified mediator.  Daniel has been teaching Talmud, Chumash and other subjects at Pardes for the past nine years, and studied for eight years in Yeshivat Har-Etzion, during which time he received Semicha. 

Yoni  Ashar is the Assistant Coordinator and Teaching Assistant.   Yoni graduated from the University of Marlyand with a B.S. In Computer Science.  He has worked and volunteered in various experiential education positions, including Nesiya, a pluarlistic summer camp, and the University of Maryland ropes course.  He seeks to cultivate peace within himself and his community and is excited to be a part of this track.

Level:  

· Open to all levels
· All sources will be provided in English and in Hebrew
· Yoni Ashar, the Track Fellow, will also be serving as a T.A helping more beginner students
· For more advanced students, optional additional material will be provided for further study and research
Requirements: 

· Participating in the bi-weekly second semester afternoon class
· Volunteering or interning at a peace and conflict program through Pardes (generally Tuesday afternoons)
· Participating in Lunch time guest speakers
· Participating in the track's bi-monthly "Peace –Processing" sessions to internalize and reflect on course material and activities  

· Participating in at least two interfaith events in the framework of the Track. 

· End of Year written presentations of two Rodef Shalom moments.

· Participants who meet the Track requirements will receive a "Rodef Shalom" certificate at the end of the year.  

Our Partners: 
[Field trips, Guest Speakers, Volunteering and Internships]

· Peaceplayers: http://www.peaceplayersintl.org/ 

(Volunteering/internships)
· Interfaith Encounter Association: http://www.interfaith-encounter.org/ 

(Guest speaker/internship/ interfaith events)
· The Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel: http://www.icci.org.il/ 

(Guest speaker/ internship/ interfaith events)
· Mosaica: http://www.gishur.mosaica.org.il/ 

(Guest speakers/Hebrew internship)
· Jerusalem Peacemakers: www.jerusalempeacemakers.org 

(Guest speaker/volunteering)
· Seeds of Peace: http://www.seedsofpeace.org/
(Volunteering)
 Syllabus:
1. Introduction:  

1.1. The Rabbinic Tradition of Aaron Rodef Shalom, the Arab-Islamic Sulhah, and Western models of Reconciliation.

· Text Study:  The Tradition of Aaron Rodef Shalom in Rabbinic Literature.  

· Academic Literature: Irani, G. & Frank, N. (2000). Rituals of Reconciliation: Arab-Islamic Perspectives. Kroc Institute Occasional Paper #19:OP:2.  South Bend, Ind.:  Notre Dame University Press. 

· Processing Questions:  How can our studying of Rabbinic approaches to Conflict and Reconciliation influence our lives?  

2. The Roots and Nature of Conflicts: 

2.1. Conflicting Definitions of "Conflict".  

· Text Study: Conflicting Rabbinic Interpretations as to the roots of the conflict between Cain and Able.  

· Academic Literature: Avruch, K. (1998).  Culture and Conflict Resolution.  Washington D.C., U.S. Institute of Peace Press. 

· Processing Questions: How have we defined conflicts? How has our definitions of various conflicts influenced the outcome of the conflict?   

2.2. Destructive and Constructive Conflicts. 

· Text Study: Makhloket LeShem Shamayim vs. Makhloket Lo LeShem Shamayim in stories, halachah and chasidut.  

· Academic Literature: Kriesberg, L. (1998). Constructive Conflicts: From Escalation to Resolution. Lehnahm, MD: Rowen and Littlefield

· Processing Questions:  Which conflicts in our lives do we see as being constructive, and which destructive?  Can we transform destructive conflicts into being constructive ones?   

2.3.  Negotiating Difficult Conversations:  

· Text Study:  Rabbinic story of a relationship fall out during negotiations.  

· Literature: Academic Literature:  Stone D., Patton B., Heen S. (1999) Difficult Conversations:  How to Discuss What Matters Most.  Penguin Books.  (Harvard Negotiation Project).  Ury W., Fisher R. (1982) Getting to Yes.

· Processing Question:  How do we negotiate with others?  With our chavrutas?  Can we really be hard on the issues and soft on the people? 

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Meir Schweiger: 35 years of internal Pardes conflicts and their resolutions. 

2.4. The Cessation of Communication (2 classes):  

· Text Study:  Two Biblical stories and Rabbinic Midrashim about the cessation of communication.   

· Academic Literature:  Stone D., Patton B., Heen S. (1999) Difficult Conversations:  How to Discuss What Matters Most.  Penguin Books.  (Harvard Negotiation Project).  Ury W., Fisher R. (1982) Getting to Yes.

· Processing Questions: Do we preffer to argue or be silent?  How do we negotiate and communicate with others? 

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Yehuda Stolov (Interfaith Encounter) : The Challenges of Interfaith Dialogue today. 

2.5. Intractable Ethnic and Religious Conflicts (2 classes). 

· Text Study: The root causes of the Egyptian/Israelite and the Amalek/Israelite conflicts. 

· Academic Literature: Auerbach, Y. (2005). Conflict resolution, forgiveness and reconciliation in material and identity conflicts. Humboldt journal of social relations‎, 29, 2, 41-80.

· Processing Questions:  How do we determine that a conflict is beyond resolution?

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Dr. Yehudit Aurbach (Bar Ilan):  When do conflicts need reconciliation:  The Israeli Palestinian Conflict as a Case Study.    

3. Peacemakers and Peacemaking:  

3.1. The Identity and Methods of the 'Ideal' Peacemaker (2 classes): 

· Text Study: Rabbinic Stories about successful and not so successful peacemakers. 

· Academic Literature: Gopin, M. (2000). Between Eden and Armegeddon. Oxford, England: Oxford University Press.    

· Processing Questions:  When have we acted as a peacemaker? What did we do?  How successful where we?  What could we have done differently? 

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Rodef Shalom Eliyahu McLain (Jerusalem Peacemakers):  What does it Take to be a Rodef Shalom?    

3.2.  The Challenge of Peacemaking in Asymmetric Conflicts (2 classes):  

· Text Study: Biblical and Rabbinic stories of failed or questionable attempts to make peace in asymmetric conflicts.  

· Academic Literature:  Mitchell, C.R.  (1991). "Classifying Conflicts:  Asymmetry and Resolution."  Annals of American Academy of Political and Social Science.  Vol. 518, Nov. 1991.  

· Processing Question:  Is might 'right' or perhaps always 'wrong'?  How do we as peacemakers face the challenge of power imbalances?   How could the conflict been handled differently?  

3.3. Third Party Intervention: 

· Text Study: The Rabbinic Debate over third party intervention.  

· Academic Literature:   Ury, W. (2000) The Third Side:  Why we fight and how we can stop.  Penguin Books.  

· Processing Questions: What different roles have we played when acting as a third party?  Was this intervention as that role beneficial or not in the effort to make peace?  

3.4. Unilateral Gestures of Peace.

· Text Study:  Rabbinic Laws regarding unilateral jesters of peace toward our enemies. 

· Academic Literature:  Axelrod, R. (1984).  The Evolution of Cooperation.  NY, Basic Books.  Gopin, M. (2000). Between Eden and Armegeddon. Oxford, England: Oxford University Press.  

· Processing Question:  What are some of the risks and benefits in making unilateral gestures of peace towards our enemies?  

3.5. Violence and non-Violence in the Jewish Tradition. 

· Guest Speaker: Michael Feuer. 

· Text Study: Rabbinic texts on non-Violence.  

· Academic Literature: Works of Gandi. 

· Processing Questions:  ….

3.6. Preparing for War/Peace: The Challenge of Interpreting our Enemies Intentions.   

· Text Study: Biblical story of preparing for peace and war at a time of ambiguity.   

· Academic Literature: Wheeler, N. (2007).  'Putting ourselves in the Shoes of our Enemies.' 

http://www.aber.ac.uk/interpol/en/research/DDMI/docs/Wheeler%20-%20Putting%20ourselves%20in%20the%20shoes%20of%20our%20enemies.pdf  

· Processing question:  How successful are we at interpreting our adversary's intentions?  What do we base these interpretations on? 

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Prof. Gerald Steinberg (Bar Ilan, NGO Monitor):   The Challenge of Interpreting the Intentions of the Enemy:  The Yom Kippur War and the Camp David Accords.   

3.7.  Negotiating With the Enemy and with Ourselves (2 Classes). 

· Text Study:  Conflicting Rabbinic Interpretations of the Israelite/Shcem and Israelite/Egyptian Negotiations.  

· Academic Literature: Putnam, R. (1988).  "Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: the logic of two-level games."  International Organization 42 pp. 427-460.  

· Processing Questions:  How honest are we in our negotiations with our enemies?  How do pressures "back home" affect our ability to negotiate with the "other"?  

3.8. Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution (1-2 classes). 

· Text Study: The Rabbinic Debate over peshara (ADR), and stories of Rabbinic Pashranim (mediators). 

· Academic Literature: Transformative Mediation and Narrative Mediation….    

· Processing Questions: How do we balance the need for justice verses the need for peace?  

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker: Mediator Nurit Bachrach (Mosaica):  "How do we mediate conflicts in our community?   

4. Peace and Reconciliation: 

4.1. Apology and Reconciliation (2-3 Classes). 

· Text Study: Rabbinic Laws and stories on apology and forgiveness. 

· Academic Literature:  Auerbach, Y. (2005) “Forgiveness and reconciliation: The religious dimension”. Terrorism and Political Violence, 17 (3), 469-485.   Wiesenthal, S.  The Sunflower: on the possibilities and limits of forgiveness. NY: Schocken Books. 

· Processing Questions:  How have we asked for forgiveness?  How have we forgiven?  When have we chosen not to forgive?

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Dr. Yotam Benziman (H.U. VanLeer).  The ethics of forgiveness. [Tentative]. 

4.2. Truth and Reconciliation.

· Text Study:  The Rabbinic debate over need for truth in reconciliation. 

· Academic Literature: Brahm, E. "Truth Commissions." Beyond Intractability. Eds. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess. Conflict Research Consortium, University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: June 2004. http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/truth_commissions/  Gibson, L.G. (2005), The Truth about Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa. International Political Science Review, 25(4) 341-361. 

· Processing Questions:  How honest are when trying to make peace?  How honest are we when asking for forgiveness? 

4.3. Reparations and Reconciliation. 

· Text Study:  The Rabbinic laws regarding reparations.  

· Academic Literature:  Maiese, Michelle. "Compensation and Reparations." Beyond Intractability. Eds. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess. Conflict Research Consortium, University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: September 2003 <http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/compensation/>.

· Processing Question:  When is it appropriate to accept reparations in exchange for reconciliation?

· Guest Speaker:  Prof. Monty Penkower:  The Jewish Debate over German reparations to Israel.  

4.4.  Symbolism and Reconciliation (2 classes). 

· Text Study:  The Rabbinic debate over symbolic reconciliation, and Biblical and Rabbinic stories of symbolic reconciliations.  

· Academic Literature:  Schirch, Lisa. (2001)  “Ritual Reconciliation: Transforming Identity/Reframing Conflict.  In Mohamad Abu- Nimer (ed) Reconciliation, Justice, and Coexistence: Theory and Practice.  2001.  p. 25-46.  Lexington Books.  Ross, M.H. (2004). Ritual and the politics of reconciliation.  In Y. Bar-Siman-Tov (Ed.), From Conflict Resolution to Reconciliation, (pp. 197-223). Oxford, England: Oxford University Press.

· Processing Questions:  Is a hug and a kiss enough to say we made up?  

· Guest Speaker:  Ilen Prusher:  Presentation of Creative Midrash.  (Reading the Third Story in to symbolic reconciliation). 

4.5.  Restorative Justice and Reconciling with Criminals. 

· Text Study:  The Rabbinic Debate over takanat hasahvim.  

· Academic Literature: Schimmel, S. (2002) Wounds not healed by time: the power of repentance and forgiveness.  Oxford, England: Oxford University Press.

· Processing Questions:   Can we forgive someone who acted criminally towards us or towards our society?   Can a criminal really reform him or herself?  

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker: Mediator Nurit Bachrach (Mosaica):  "Restorative Justice in our communities today."  

4.6.  The Role of Religion in Making Peace with the Enemy: 

· Text Study:  Rabbinic Laws and a Biblical Story on making peace with the enemy.  

· Academic Literature: Khadduri, M. (2006) War and Peace in the Law of Islam.  Pp. 141-  Gopin, M. (2000). Between Eden and Armegeddon. Oxford, England: Oxford University Press.  

· Processing Questions:  What are some of the challenges Religion posses for peacemaking?  What are some of the opportunities religion creates for peacemaking? 

· Lunch Time Guest Speaker:  Rabbi Dr. Marc Gopin (George Mason University Center on Religion, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution):  How can Religion play a role in peacemaking?     
5. Summary:   How can we become Rodfei Shalom?  

· Student Presentations of two peacemaking moments.  

· Presentations of Rodef Shalom certificate to Track students.   


